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La Bourdonnais, who had sailed to Dupleix's assistance.
After an indecisive action Barnet withdrew and La
Bourdonnais sailed into Pondicherry. Dupleix now began
a counteroffensive. In August 1746 La Bourdonnais
sailed against Madras. The site of this town had been
bought by the English Company from the last Hindu
prince who had styled himself king of Vijayanagar. Madras
had never been properly fortified and its garrison consisted
of three hundred men, of whom only two hundred were
fit for duty. On the 21st September it surrendered to
La Bourdonnais. The English appealed to Anvar-ud-din
Khan for the protection which he had previously accorded
to the French against them. Dupleix, however, overcame
Anvar-ud-din's scruples by promising to hand over Madras
to him, But when the time came for keeping his promise,
Dupleix delayed so long that Anvar-ud-din sent his eldest
son, Maphuz Khan, with ten thousand men to enforce it.
Dupleix ordered the governor, Depremesnil, to hold the
town at all costs. The garrison amounted to five hundred
French troops and five hundred of Dumas' sepoys. To
reinforce the garrison Dupleix sent a Swiss officer named
Paradis with two hundred and thirty Frenchmen and seven
hundred sepoys. Maphuz Khan tried to destroy the rein-
forcement before it reached Madras and with ten thousand
men supported by massed batteries, waited for it on the
banks of the Adyar, On the morning of the 4th November,
1746, Paradis to his dismay saw this great force in front
of him. His orders were to join the Madras garrison and
he resolved to cut his way through* Calling on his men
to follow him, he plunged into the river and clambered up
the other side, The French troops fought as became their
nation. But Dumas' sepoys to the astonishment alike of
their commander and the enemy fought with no less
courage. In a moment the Nawab's guns had changed
hands and wero pouring volley after volley into Maphuz
Khaw's troops, who were crowded into St. Thome, trying
to escape. They were all but annihilated. Those who